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Our Home

Å Purchased in 1995 for $236,000

Å Currently worth about $750,000

Å In 2025, when the mortgage is paid and I 

can retire, should be worth more than a 

million dollars

Å Appreciates more than suburban houses 

in this region

Å Located in a walkable neighborhood with 

several bus routes and good local 

services

Å We have been car-free since 2008.

Å The vehicle cost savings financed our 

childrenôs university education
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Sustainable Planning

Sustainability 

emphasizes the 

integrated nature of 

human activities and 

therefore the need to 

coordinate planning 

among different sectors, 

jurisdictions and 

groups.



Livability Versus Sustainability 

Livability Objectives Other Sustainability Objectives

Affordability

Equity / Fairness

Local economic development

Human safety, security and health

Community development

Cultural heritage preservation

Air, noise and water pollution 

prevention

Openspace preservation

Climate change mitigation

National and regional economic 

productivity

Resource efficiency

Operational efficiency

Climate change prevention

Biodiversity protection



Wealth Versus Happiness

Poverty Comfort Luxury Extravagance

Increased Material Wealth Or Mobility ==>
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Housing & Transport Cost Burdens

Housing and 

transport are 

most lower-

income 

householdsô two 

largest 

expenditure 

categories.

Housing and transport are most householdsô two largest expenditures, and 

most lower income households (first and second quintile) spend more than 

is considered affordable (45%) on them. 

(Statistics Canada 2015 Survey of Household Spending; 

www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3508)

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3508


Household Expenditures by Income Quintile

2015 Consumer 

Expenditure 

Survey Data, US 

Bureau of Labor 

Statistics

This figure adjusts reported expenditures by low-income households (the average of the First and 

Second income quintiles) to account for home and vehicle ownership. It indicates that lower-income 

households that pay rents or mortgages and own cars on average spend 59% of their total household 

budgets to housing and transportation, far more than considered affordable. 



Affordability Factors

Å Inadequate incomes. Households 

require sufficient income to afford basic 

housing and transport. However, 

increased income or housing vouchers 

can inflate basic housing prices unless 

matched with increased supply.  

ÅHigh housing prices. Inadequate supply 

of lower-priced housing due to constraints 

on development or increased competition 

for existing housing.

ÅAutomobile dependency. A lack of 

affordable transport options and 

dispersed development patterns result in  

poor accessibility for non-drivers.


